
FEATURE // GAMING

Tell me a bit about yourself  and your podcast:

The Married Gamers are Chris and Kelly Brown.  My gamertag is 

Leftybrown, which is a nickname I sort of  came by because I am left 

handed, politically to the left, and live on the West/Left coast.  Kelly’s 

gamertag is Mrs Leftybrown; for obvious reasons.   We are both in our 

mid-thirties.  We don’t have any children to speak of, but we do have a 

Calico cat and a Doxydor (a dachshund/lab mix) dog.  I am a librarian 

and Kelly is a school teacher.

Both Kelly and I went to a small Christian college where we met in 1992.  

I had at one point proclaimed that I would never ever date someone 

like Kelly, so imagine my surprise when a month later my social life was 

turned inside-out as Kel and I started our relationship.  Five years later 

we married, and this past June we celebrated our tenth anniversary.  

I was an early adopter of  the original Xbox, and became an avid gamer.  

My wife on the other hand would have nothing to do with it, until Xbox Live 

(XBL) came on the scene.  When I started connecting to other players on 

XBL, primarily on Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six 3, Kelly enjoyed sitting in on 

the gaming.    She was hooked, and soon we had two Xboxes.

This past July, after being fans of  a few various gaming podcasts, I 

asked my wife if  she wanted to start a gaming podcast together.  She 

loved the idea, and after some debate we settled on the moniker: The 

Married Gamers.  

How do you put each show together? 

We record our weekly show on Sunday afternoons. On Wednesdays, I 

take Kelly out for dinner and we both come equipped with a pad of  

paper and pens.  Over supper we put together our skeleton notes for the 

show.  We don’t try to script our show; we try to allow for the chemistry 

we have to shine through in our banter and comments.  

There are some items in our podcast, such as ‘What We Are Playing’, 

that practically write themselves.  However, when it comes to topics we 

try to make sure we have something that may be interesting to older 

gamers or to gaming couples.  The hardest part of  planning our shows 

is the “Weekly Challenge” in which we compete against each other for 

some sort of  reward or punishment.  On Friday I print out the script, the 

news pieces, and our list of  new releases. 
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What highlights have you had since the show started?

I know it sounds cheesy, but the highlight of  each podcast is my awesome co-

host.  She brings out the best in me, both in recording and in life.  She supplies 

me with a lot of  charisma.  

Another highlight was that we were invited to contribute very short segments 

to our favorite podcast; Achievement Junkie.  We both love hearing from our 

listeners, whether it be XBL friend requests, involvement on our forums, or 

emails to our mailbag.  Kelly has said that she loves getting to know other 

podcasters.  She loves playing friendly competitions on the Xbox 360 with 

various gaming podcasters for bragging rights.  

Finally, while there are better podcasts, in terms of  content or professionalism, 

Kelly and I are tickled pink that we bring a unique perspective that really has 

connected with our listeners.

Any future plans for the show?

We are learning the ropes of  podcasting, so a lot of  our future plans are 

learning the technology.  We are a very young podcast, so we are trying to learn 

how to make connections in the gaming industry.  We know that podcasting 

isn’t something that will turn into a paying gig; but we do want to get to the 

point where we can start paying for our expenses, and maybe give our site a 

little spit and polish.  Oh and for our own vanity, we’d love to get our own little 

gamer pic on the Xbox Live Marketplace.

What are some of  your favorite podcasts?

We would be remiss if  we didn’t have Nelson & Natalie from Achievement 

Junkie (AJ) at the top of  our list.  I joke that AJ is the ‘Velvet Underground’ of  

gaming podcasts because they are have inspired so many DIY (Do It Yourself) 

gaming podcasts.  Other than industry connected podcasts (Major Nelson, 

OXM, Xbox360 Fanboy), we are fans of  the Hardcore Christian Gamers podcast, 

the Cranky Gamers UK, and the Drunken Gamers at Team Fremont Live (our 

‘must-listen to’ car travelin’ podcast).
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