
Fatherwags 
Two weeks later, and that Kiki dame was crazy for me. 
She hadn’t talked to me since the night we met the 
Crank Master; she was scared–scared of what might 
happen if she let herself near me again, scared of 
whether she could cope when I left, scared of feeling 
what we both knew she couldn’t handle.

Round up the  
      usual suspects”

kiki kat
I was, like, totally organizing my closet for the last two 
weeks (the shoes take forever!) and I had so almost 
forgotten about the TV thing! But then all I could do 
was imagine my TV in various shades of pink, with 
maybe some dark gray or black trim.  Something 
with, like, a little contrast, ya know?  I was thinking I 
should call FW or something so he would stop leaving 
those weird messages on my voice mail.

by fatherwags [Richard Wagner] & kiki kat [Kiki Lewis]
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Fatherwags

While she was spending her time thinking of me, I was thinking about 
my new TV and everything the Crank Master had told me. I’d made a list 
of the features I needed, I’d budgeted for cables, and I’d even decided 
to cough up for a cheap Blu-Ray player (known by some people as a 
PlayStation 3). Luckily, writing lists involves lots of sitting around and 
using only one hand, so it fit perfectly into my drinking regimen.

kiki kat

I was sooo stressed out ‘cause I almost missed the season premier of 
“The Bachelor” since FW insisted we had to do this whole TV thing, like, 
right now. So I was like, OMG, whatever! Just e-mail Crank Master! Do I 
have to always hold your hand when you do anything? Men can be such 
babies when it comes to making decisions, ya know?

Fatherwags

So I sent the man an email, requesting his assistance as I went to 
purchase my new TV. I refused to look for TVs online, given what he had 
told me a few weeks ago. He agreed to meet me on Thursday night and 
I wanted my mind to be clear when I was looking at those TVs in the 
store so I had started my supper-time bottle of whiskey a little earlier 
than usual. 

kiki kat 

I hopped into my cute BMW, put the top down, and headed back to 
the store where I was going to wait for Crank.  I was, like, so excited! 
Finally I was going to get my new TV!  I was just thinking about the new 
accessories I HAD to get to go with it when I felt someone grab my arm.  
I screamed when I saw this big ol’ bald dude looming over me. “OMG!  
You scared me! I was, like, totally, going to kick you or something!”  Crank 

just shook his head and started walking into the store. I hurried to catch 
up to him and tripped right when I went through the door.  I grabbed his 
arm for balance and looked up to see FW walking up to us.

Fatherwags

The Crank Master walked up to me like a boxer who knows his fight has 
been fixed; his confidence was undeniable. Of course, he was walking 
with Kiki on his arm, and once I saw that, all I could think was that maybe 
the man who fixed this boxer’s fight wasn’t quite as connected as he 
should be. I tossed her a wink, gave him a grin, and turned to go into 
the mall.

kiki kat

FW winked at me and I knew he had that whole, like, inner monologue 
thing going on, so I decided to play along and blinked my blue eyes back 
innocently at him.  

Here we were again; me (the cute, fun one), an alcoholic gamer, and a big 
bald guy.  Wow, we should like have our own TV show or something!

Fatherwags

Now that we’re here, and we’ve all done our homework (I couldn’t help 
smirking as I said it), how’s this supposed to play out?

Crank Master

When you go to look at a TV in a store, keep in mind that all of them are 
connected with top quality cables. Do not be afraid to ask a technician 
about hooking up to a HD feed. Or, on the other hand, do not be afraid 
to ask to see an analog feed as well. After all, you are about to make 
a huge purchase and want to explore all angles. When I bought my first 
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panel, I went into the store based on an advertisement that was going 
to give me a 32” flat panel LCD television for $999. At the time that was 
an amazing price. I went into the store and was pretty much ready to 
buy, sight-unseen. When I stepped in front of the TV, I was shocked. The 
picture was nasty. I had the tech get the remote and I tried really hard 
to make it work but no matter what I did, colors would bleed and the 
resolution was horrible. I was kind of depressed until my wife told me 
that so long as I did not go money-crazy, she would let me spend a tad 
more. Being a man, and a man of electronic wonder no less, naturally 
I started looking at all kinds of televisions well out of my price range. 
There was a Sharp Aquos and a Polaroid sitting side-by-side. That Sharp 
was clean; the Polaroid paled in comparison, but it wasn’t bad. Plus, it 
was within my budget. I took the Polaroid and when I got it home, in my 
movie lighting and not staring at the bad-ass Sharp television next to it, 
it looked just fine. 

My point is that naturally everything is going to look like ass compared to 
a top-end TV, but remember that when you are sitting at home you’re only 
staring at one set. Remember that in the store the lighting isn’t necessarily 
the best. Make sure you are dealing with a major retailer, as most of them 
have a 30 day, no-questions-asked return policy. Take it home and after a 
week, if it is not living up to your expectations, return it. 

Fatherwags

I was hoping Kiki was listening to his words; it wasn’t bad advice whether 
talking about romance or buying a TV.

kiki kat 

I was wondering what “no questions asked” really meant. I mean, what if 
someone spilled something, like, near the TV accidentally, and it  accidentally 
started sparking or something? I mean, stuff like that happens!  I winked at 
FW and glanced at the flask he thought he was concealing in his pocket.

Crank Master

You can save yourself some money by buying “open box,” and there’s 
nothing at all wrong with it. Some people return televisions, and since 
they are “used,” the TVs are discounted. Check store to store as one 
store cannot tell you what another one has had returned. So long as 
you purchase the warranty, an “open box” TV is as good as new, and 
sometimes you can haggle pricing on “open box” sets. 

Fatherwags

I knew the man was making wise about my finances with his “open box” 
comments, but I didn’t care. I had a line on his lady, and revenge is a 
dish best served by a dish.

Crank Master

Check prices online as well as in store. Normally I have my partner, asifspider, 
on the phone to scour the net for price comparisons and coupons. Most 
large retailers will price match as well as match financing terms. 

Oh, and some people say that cables don’t make a difference--I say 
they’re nuts! I have a fetish when it comes to my video and audio hook 
ups. Why in the hell would I dish out the amount of coin that I do and 
not go the extra mile on the cables? The cleaner the cable, the cleaner 
the signal. I am a Monster Cable fanatic, and while they may be pricy, 
you can take your time and pick up one here or there until you’re all 
“Monstered out.” 

When you go to look at a TV in a store, keep in mind that 
all of them are connected with top quality cables. Do not 
be afraid to ask a technician about hooking up to a HD 
feed. Or, on the other hand, do not be afraid to ask to see 
an analog feed as well.
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Fatherwags:

I could see Kiki wasn’t all that interested in hearing about this guy’s fetishes, 
and again, I couldn’t help but smirk. Anything else we need to know?

kiki kat: 

OMG! I so totally love Monster!  They have this one surge protector 
with, like, hundreds of different places I can plug things in to and 
they are all different colors! Even my hairdryer! And I have another 
one I can use when traveling. And OMG! I use one for my Ethernet 
connection! I smiled brightly at Crank and I could tell he was 
impressed with my knowledge.

Crank Master:

Did I mention that you need to buy the warranty? One lamp replacement 
or repair job will likely pay for the warranty, so a warranty is definitely 
worth the money.

Other than that, make sure you check the number, type, and location of 
the inputs, and ask yourself some questions about what you’re going to 
connect to your TV Are you going to want to use this as your laptop’s 
monitor? Do you want to be able to hook a camcorder to the front quickly 
for spur-of-the-moment shows at a family gathering? Are you going to be 
adding a second HDMI device in the future? A bit of forethought in the 
short-term can save you a lot of time in the long-term. 

kiki kat: 

So what if I don’t like it? Or what if I am not sure? Should I, like, just settle 
on the one I am pretty sure about, or what? I glanced over at FW as I 
said the word “settle”.

Crank Master:

Buy the set you want. I’ve spent far too much time and money buying 
and selling televisions because I didn’t just spend the extra couple 
of hundred dollars to get the one I wanted, rather than the one I was 
willing to settle for. My last television purchase, which is the first time in 
about eight sets, I bought the one I really wanted and I have not second 
guessed my purchase once. 

My final question for you two is this: Is it worth the money? If you are 
willing to spend a chunk of change on a set, do some research and some 
visual comparisons for yourself, and then don’t take short cuts when it 
comes to cables. Once you see what you haven’t been seeing, you will 
not only be pleasantly surprised, but also you will never go back.



Fatherwags:

I mumbled a “Thanks,” and shook his hand. He’d saved me more time 
and effort than I’d invested in either of my previous two marriages, 
and certainly that was worthsomething. Not my money, of course, but 
something. I turned to Kiki and decided to put the Crank Master out of his 
misery quickly. Kiki, I saved my first drink to have with you. I’ve got some 
fine whisky and some cold ice waiting to make your acquaintance.

kiki kat: 

Ummm, right, but I really have to get home and, uhhh, re-organize my 
closets. They’re, like, totally a disaster right now! And now that I have 
a new TV, I’ll have to make some room for the new outfits I’ll need to 
coordinate my look. OMG! I needed some better excuses! And, umm, 
Crank Master and I are totally together! Aren’t we Crank?

Crank Master:

You know that new Samsung is looking pretty nice . . .

kiki kat: 

See, he’s crazy for me. He just loooves to buy me things! No, Crank, I totally 
couldn’t accept a new TV from you. I’ve just bought one for myself, silly!

Fatherwags:

I could see she didn’t want to hurt the guy. After all, a dame doesn’t close 
her door on the man with the money until she knows there’s no money 
left. I winked at her and turned to go. I knew she would need to string him 
along a little longer, until she had her new TV delivered and set up, a nicely 
padded bank account, and maybe a new house. It was only a matter of 
time, and for a guy like me, time means nothing more than a few more 
empty bottles and a few more broken hearts. There are plenty of dames 
in this crazy world, and besides, we’d always have BestBuy.

kiki kat: 

Thanks soooo much for covering for me there, Crank!

Crank Master:

It looks like they improved the response time from last year, and maybe 
even the brightness, too!

kiki kat: 

Ummm, Crank? Hell-ooooo! He was lost in his TV fetish again, and he 
never even commented on my shoes! Men totally suck! But at least he’d 
helped me find a TV and get rid of FW for good. I guess men are like a 
good purse--they’re useful and fun only if you have the right one at the 
right time, and once you’ve worn them out, they need to be thrown away 
to make room for some new ones.


